acquired a solid foundation for his subsequent studies. We shall see, as we proceed with this correspondence, what Hippolyte Taine's mother l was to him and with what devotion and solicitude she fulfilled her gentle mission; Nothing was more touching than the deep affection and perfect confidence which united the son to his mother, and we cannot give her greater praise than by reproducing the following fragment of a will that M. Taine wrote in December, 1879, a few months before losing her : "If my mother survives me, my wife and children will remember that for forty years she was my only friend, that she afterwards shared with them the first place in my heart, that her life has been all devotion and tenderness ; they will try to fill my place, to bring her here 2; whatever I may have done and whatever they may do, my debt to her can never be paid ; no woman ever was so perfect a mother."
Two of Mme. Taine's brothers also took a particular interest in the education of their nephew; the elder, M. Adolphe Bezanson, became, at his brother-in-law's death, the guide and adviser of the widow and orphans. The younger, Alexandre, who had spent several years in the United States, took a pleasure, on his return, in teaching English to his young nephew, thus rendering him signal service. M. Taine remained deeply attached and
1  N6e Marie Virginia Bezanson;   she was her husband's first cousin.
2  Boringe, the country house in Savoie, where this will was written.
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